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Council  Offices, 

Cleator, 

28th  June,  1943. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Emierdale  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Re])ort  for  the  year  1942. 

The  Report  has  again,  by  instructions,  been  kept  as  short 
as  possible,  and  has  been  confined  mainly  to  the  essentials 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  statistics  for  the  3/ear  compare  favourably  with 
those  of  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  were  19  fewer,  the  rate  dropping  by  0.3  per 
thousand,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  from  69  to  58. 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  on  the  other  hand,  rose  from  33  to 
41. 

Analvsis  of  the  causes  of  death  shows  that  the  number  of 
men  who  died  from  Heart  Disease,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
men  who  died  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  was  very  con- 
siderably increased,  and  one  is  tempted  to  speculate  as  to 
whether  the  increased  demands  for  labour  and  the  consequent 
employment  of  men — ht  or  otherwise,  and  after  a long  spell 
during  which  work  was  unobtainable  for  many — may  not  have 
been  a contributory  factor. 

Notihable  infectious  diseases  showed  little  out  of  the  usual. 
There  was  again  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notihed.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  3/ear  Measles  was 
prevalent.  The  number  of  notifications  of  Acute  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  was  rather  striking — rising  from  26  in  the  previous 
year  to  62,  whilst  deaths,  on  the  other  hand,  from  all  forms  of 
this  disease  dropped  from  25  to  15.  This  may  be  proof  that 
the  present  methods  of  chemo-therap3/  are  so  much  more 
effective,  or  merely  evidence  that  the  diagnosis  of  Pneumonia 
has  become  more  fashionable.  A small  outbreak  of  D3/sentery 
is  dealt  with  in  the  section  relating  to  infectious  diseases. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr.  Brown  and  the  members 
of  the  Sanitarv  Staff  for  their  103/al  support  and  assistance,  to 
the  Offlcials  of  other  Departments  for  their  willing  help  and 
co-operation  in  every  way,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  th*  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  continued 
support  and  consideration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  T— General  Statistics. 


Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88,730' 
Population  (estimated  mid-year,  1942)  ...  — 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1942 


according  to  Rate  Books)  ... 

7,214 

Rateable  Value  (ist  April,  1942) 

£96.780 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£345 

H. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

FOR 

THE  Year 

BIRTHS:^  Male. 

Female. 

Total.. 

Live  Births— Legitimate 

235 

220 

455 

— Illegitimate 

14 

18 

32 

Total 

249 

238 

487 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

, 17.6 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

9 

II 

20 

— Illegitimate 

— 

I 

I 

Total 

9 

12 

21 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births. 

41-3 

DEA THS : — 

Total  Deaths  (all  causes) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

207 

148 

12.9 

355 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths.  {Live  and  Still)  Births 

From  Sepsis  ...  — — 

From  Other  Causes  — — 

Total  nil  nil 


Death  Rate  of  hifants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  58 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


94 


5 


Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  5 

P)IRTHS. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  17.6 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  15.8 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  17.0 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  16.5 

,,  ,,  Count}/  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  16.8 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  487— 
249  males  and  238  females— of  whom  32 — 14  males  and  18 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  number  shows  a decrease  of 
39.  The  Birth  Rate  was  17.6  per  1,000  of  population,  a figure 


which  is  i.o  lower  than  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  12.9 

,,  ,,  — England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.6 

,,  ,,  — Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  11.8 

,,  ,,  — Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  12.7 

,,  ,,  — Count}/  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  12.2 


The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  number 
of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were  normally 
resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  died  in  the 
District  but  were  normall}/  resident  outside,  numbered  355— 
207  male  and  148  female-  a decrease  of  19  compared  with  the 
number  for  the  previous  year. 

This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  12.9  as  compared  with  13.2  for 
the  previous  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  108,  Cancer  43,  Tuberculosis  41,  and 
Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases  40. 
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The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all  case 
and  the  causes  of  deatli. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 


causes  (^r  Dcalli. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  causes  

207 

148 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

Measles  

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

..... 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

Influenza  

2 

1 

Fncephalitis  Lethargica  

1 

Cere))ro-Spinal  Fever  

2 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

24 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  

7 

4 

Syp])ilis  

— 

— 

Cancer  

20 

25 

Diabetes  



ry 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

15 

15 

Heart  Disease 

42 

22 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

6 

10 

Bronchitis  

6 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

5 

Otlier  Respiratory  Diseases  

12 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

4 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

1 

4 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

Otlier  Digestive  Diseases  

4 

8 

Nephritis  

7 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 





Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

7 

8 

Boad  Traffic  Accidents  ...  

4 

2 

Suicide  j 

1 



Other  Violence  ! 

8 

5 

All  Other  Causes  ' 

20 

26 

8 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,coo 
live  births:  — 

Legitimate,  55;  Illegitimate,  94;  Total,  58. 


England  and  "Wales 


49 

55 

60 

57 


Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ... 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
County  of  Cumberland  ... 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
28 — 15  male  and  13  female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  38,  a rate  which  is  ii  better  than  for  1941,  and  the 
lowest  recorded  for  this  District. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  and  Congenital 
Defects  which  together  accounted  for  15  deaths,  and  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  which  together  accounted  for  6.  vSixteen,  or 
57%  deaths  took  place  within  the  neo-natal  period,  i.e., 

within  one  month  of  birth.  The  mortality  rate  for  male 
children  was  60  and  for  female  children  55. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH,  1942. 


The  causes  and  age  at  death  are  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing Table : 
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BIRTHS,  INFANTILE  DEATHS,  AND  MORTALITY 

BY  PARISHES. 


Arlecdon  and  Frizington 
Cleator  Moor  ... 

Distington 

Egremont 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

Gosforth 

Haile 

Lamplugh 

Lowca 

Lowside  Quarter 

Moresby 

Netherwasdale 

Parton 

Ponsonby 

Rottington 

St.  Bees 

St.  Bridgets  ... 

St.  Johns 
Weddicar 

Registered  outside  District  . 


Registered 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

69 

6 

!>. 

00 

105 

9 

86 

25 

I 

40 

97 

6 

62 

2 

— - 

— ■ 

,Q 

0 

I 

■ — 

— 

II 

I 

91 

II 

I 

91 

6 

— 

— 

18 

■ — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

34 

2 

59 

I 

— _ 

— - 

I 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

20 

I 

50 

5 

I 

200 

39 

40/ 

28 

58 

Total  ... 


11 


B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

I.  — Public  Health  Officers. 

A list  of  these  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

Mr.  J.  Leigh,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  been  on 
Military  Service  since  April,  1942,  and  Mr.  R.  Seeds,  a pupil, 
since  May.  Mr.  S.  Rooney,  the  other  pupil  in  the  Sanitary 
Department,  obtained  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  and  ceased  to  be  employed  with  the  Council  at  the 
end  of  October. 

II.  — General  Health  Services. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  remained  as  pre- 
viously detailed,  and  there  are  no  changes  to  report. 

C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

The  public  water  supplies  of  the  Rural  District  were  de- 
tailed in  my  report  for  1939. 

Excluding  certain  isolated  houses  and  farms  the  greater 
part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  v/ater  by  gravitation  from 
one  or  other  of  the  Councihs  six  water  undertakings.  The 
sources  of  these  supplies  are  springs  and  moorland  gathering 
grounds  on  the  mountain  range  which  more  or  less  forms  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  District.  The  number  of  houses  with- 
out a piped  pressure  water  supply  into  or  next  the  house  is 
estimated  to  be  less  than  one  hundred. 

The  Moresby  Water  Scheme  (5,324  yards  of  new  mains 
with  a service  reservoir — 95,000  gallons)  was  completed  but 
administrative  difficulties  have  prevented  the  new  source  of 
supply  being  made  available  to  the  bulk  of  the  houses  in  the 
supply  area.  The  duplication  of  the  pin.  main  (4,292  yards) 
between  Cogra  Moss  to  High  Leys  Reservoirs  was  completed 
and  extensions  of  mains  to  a further  30  new  houses  carried  out. 

Apart  from  the  above,  short  lengths  of  mains  were  scraped 
but  this  work  on  many  miles  of  small  diameter  distributive 
mains  is  much  in  arrear. 

Following  upon  the  extension  of  milk  production  in  the 
District  a number  of  schemes  for  affording  water  supplies  from 
the  Council’s  mains  to  isolated  premises  supplied  from  unsads- 
factory  private  sources — a change  which  hitherto  has  been 
considered  uneconomic — were  under  consideration.  Six 
samples  of  water  from  private  supplies  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  three  of  which  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  are  being  dealt  with. 
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Drainage  and  Sevverage. 

The  Arlecclon  and  Frizington  Sewerage  Scheme  No.  5 was 
nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  3/ear.  No  other  improve- 
ments were  carried  out. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No  action  taken. 

Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

Refuse  is  collected  by  the  Councirs  own  workmen  in  hfteen 
parishes  or  parts  thereof:  alternate  fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse  and  of  salvage  being  substituted  for  the  former  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  in  some  of  the  parishes. 

A number  of  outp/ing  hamlets  are  scavenged  by  con- 
tractors who  provide  their  own  vehicles.  Where  the  contents  of 
privies  and  privy  pails  are  removed  with  the  refuse  this  calls 
for  improvement  both  in  the  methods  of  collection  and  disposal. 

{b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Bulk  tipping  in  disused  quarries  and  on  subsided  mining 
areas  is  the  method  of  disposal.  Until  the  "Sanitary  till" 
system  of  disposal  is  adopted  nuisances  from  rats  and  hres  will 
occur  from  time  to  time  and  whilst  some  improvement  con- 
tinues to  be  made,  the  additional  labour  and  expense  which 
the  general  adoption  of  controlled  tipping  would  entail  could 
be  fully  justified. 

(c)  Cost  of  Public  Cleansing. 

The  cost  of  Public  Cleansing  for  the  financial  year  to  31st 
March,  1943,  was:  — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  £2,698 

Street  Cleansing  (parishes  of  Aiiecdon  and 

Frizington,  Cleator  Moor  and  Egremont)  £490 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts  relating  to  Public 
Health  matters  in  the  district  during  the  year  1942. 

General  Sanitation  [Public  Health  Acts). 


Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Water  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Housing. 

Visits  to  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  733 

Visits  to  houses  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  152 

Visits  to  houses  under  Overcrowding  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  79 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  139 

Visits  re  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Supervision  of  Food  (Food  and  Drugs  Acts). 

Inspections  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  33 

,,  ,,  Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Grocers  39 

, , , , Greengrocers  5 

,,  ,,  Food  preparing  premises  ...  19 

,,  ,,  Hawkers  Carts  ...  ...  ...  i 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  41 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  724 

Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  717 


Factory  Acts. 

Inspections  of  Factories  ... 

,,  ,,  Workshops 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses 

Rats  and  Mice  Destructions  Acts. 

Visits  re  Destruction  of  Vermin  ... 

Miscellaneous. 

Air  Raid  Precautions 
Salvage 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 
Shops.  (Shops  Act,  1934.) 


12 

9 

12 


29 


72 

475 

13 

112 


Shops. 

During  the  year  112  visits  were  paid  to  shops  under  the 
Shops  Act,  one  contravention  being  recorded. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Twelve  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year.  The 
method  of  disinfestation  in  each  case  was  by  proprietary 
insecticides  followed  by  general  cleansing  by  the  occupiers. 
No  Council  houses  were  disinfested. 
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HOUSING. 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  inspections  of  dwelling 

houses  for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  305 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  885 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  i above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  74 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  152 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  Linht  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  7iil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  126 

3. — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend- 
ered ht  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  oiil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwvdling  houses  in  respect  of  vrhich 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,..  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  the  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  27 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  . nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

[d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
rooms  having  been  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  existing  conditions  it  is  impossible  to  give 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  dehnite  figures  relating  to  over- 
crowding, nor  has  it  been  possible  to  keep  strictly  in  all  cases  to 
the  hxed  standard. 


E.— INSPPXTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


[d]  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  388  registered  producers  in  the  district  of  whom 
35  produce  designated  milk. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Ungraded  353 


There  are  393  persons  registered  as  milk  purveyors,  viz. : 
Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Wholesale  Producers  ...  ...  ...  271 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Producers  ...  ...  10 


Five  of  the  retailers  are  not  producers.  The  number  of 
registered  premises  is  403  and  during  the  year  724  advisory 
visits  were  paid. 

In  consequence  of  informal  action  24  existing  cowsheds 
were  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard,  and  77  new  dairies 
constructed. 


Sampling. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  co-operation  with  the 
County  Authorities  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  samples  of  milk 
was  continued. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 


No.  oj  Samples.  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory . 


Tuberculin  Tested  .. 

. 24 

21=  88% 

3=12% 

Accredited 

• 54 

37=  69% 

17=31% 

Pasteurised 

• 3 

3 = 100% 



Ungraded  ... 

. 69 

35=  51% 

34 = 49% 

150 

96  64% 

54  36% 

Three  of  the  samples  showed  evidence  of  T.B.  and  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

In  the  above  table  the  standard  taken  as  satisfactory  for 
ungraded  milks,  for  which  no  standard  is  defined,  is  that 
required  for  "accredited"  milk. 

This  is  a standard  which  can  be  attained  by  reasonable 
care  and  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  producer  in  premises 
reasonably  hygienic,  and  the  public  has  every  right  to  expect 
no  less  in  the  production  of  such  an  important  article  of  diet. 

Few  people  will  dispute  that  a legal  standard  of  clean- 
liness should,  therefore,  be  a sine  qua  non  for  all  milk. 


This,  however,  is  only  one  aspect  of  the  case.  Clean  milk 
does  not  connote  safe  milk.  All  sorts  of  diseases — Tuber- 
culosis, Scarlet  Fever  and  other  streptococcal  infections.  Diph- 
theria, Enteric  Diseases,  Undulant  Fever,  etc.  may  be  trans- 
mitted by  clean  as  well  as  dirty  milk,  and  ample  and  reliable 
statistics  are  available  to  show  the  mischief  that  has  been 
wrought  through  this  medium. 

It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  those  best  fitted  by  know- 
ledge and  experience  to  judge,  untrammelled  by  the  stud}^  of 
self-interest,  that  practical  measures  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
milk  are  at  least  equally  necessary  in  order  to  protect  the  public 
— and  the  child  population  in  particular — from  these  dangers. 

The  measures  taken  to  safeguard  the  offspring  of  an 
attested  herd  afford  a striking  contrast  to  the  almost  utter  lack 
of  safeguard  for  the  human  infant. 

One  of  the  rules  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  with  regard 
to  attested  (Tubercle-free)  herds  is  that  no  milk  or  milk  pro- 
duct may  be  fed  to  calves  of  an  attested  herd  unless 

(i)  it  comes  from  that  attested  herd; 

{2)  it  comes  direct  from  another  attested  herd  in  sealed 
containers;  or 

(3)  it  is  first  efficiently  sterilised  or  pasteurised. 

Why  should  not  comparable  protection  be  obligatory  in 
the  case  of  the  human  offspring? 

If  it  is  beyond  the  bounds  of  practical  politics  to  guarantee 
safe,  clean  milk  b}/  other  means,  common  sense  suggests  that 
efficient  pasteurisation  would  at  least  supply  the  measure  of 
safety  people  are  entitled  to  expect. 

(6)  Food  Inspection. 

One  hundred  and  forty  three  inspections  were  made  of 
premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  or  sold. 

The  premises  and  methods  were  for  the  main  part  satis- 
factory, in  several  cases  it  was  found  necessary,  however,  to 
reject  quantities  of  food  owing  to  unsoundness. 


F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

I. — Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1942,  are  shown  by  age,  admis- 
sion to  hospital,  and  deaths,  in  the  accompan^/ing  Table:  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  whom  seven  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  five  of  whom  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  There  was  one  death  from  this  disease 
— a case  admitted  to  Hospital  in  a moribund  condition.  This 
child  had  not  been  immunised. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

Immunisation  of  children  attending  the  schools  in  the  area 
has  been  carried  out  since  1936,  and  a total  of  4,937  children 
have  been  immunised,  under  this  arrangement. 

Under  the  Government  scheme,  this  work  would  have 
devolved  upon  the  County  Council,  being  the  Authority  both 
for  Education  and  Child  Welfare.  The  local  scheme  has, 
however,  been  continued,  each  school  being  visited  twice  in 
each  half-year.  In  this  way,  the  bulk  of  the  “five  to  fifteens" 
and  a number  of  younger  children,  either  attending  school  or 
brought  to  school  for  the  purpose,  have  received  their  injec- 
tions. The  Officers  of  the  County  Council  have  done  the 
major  share  of  the  “under  fives"  at  their  Welfare  Clinics,  their 
completed  forms  being  returned  to  the  Local  Health  Depart- 
ment for  recording  and  statistical  purposes. 

During  1942,  786  “five  to  fifteens"  completed  their  im- 
munisation— 749  under  local  and  37  under  County  arrange- 
ments, and  445  “under  fives" — 141  under  local  and  304  under 
County  arrangements — giving  a total  of  1,231  immunisations 
completed  during  the  year. 

Percentages  of  child  population  immunised  : — 

(a)  5-15  Years  of  Age — 

Taking  the  age-gi'oups  1928-1937  inclusive  as  the  5-15 
3/ears-of-age  group — estimated  at  4,200 — the  number  actually 
immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1942,  and  of  whom  the 
Local  Authority  has  details,  totalled  3,936,  representing  94 
per  cent,  of  this  group. 

(b)  0-5  Years  of  Age — 

Taking  the  age-groups  1938-1942  inclusive  as  the  0-5 
years-of-age  group — estimated  at  2,100 — the  number  actually 
immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1942,  and  of  whom  the 
Local  Authority  has  details,  totalled  628,  representing  30  per 
cent.  Actually  since  immunisation  is  not  done  under  the  age 
of  one,  the  percentage  of  those  available  for  immunisation, 


and  immunised,  would  really  be  37  per  cent.  This  ligure  is 
definitely  too  low  for  the  safety  of  the  infants,  and  one  cannot 
stress  too  strongly  the  needless  risk  to  which  parents  are 
exposing  their  infants  by  neglecting  to  have  them  immunised 
immediately  after  their  first  birthday. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Nine  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  whom  seven  were  notified  from  Whitehaven  Hospital. 
Of  the  two  cases  notified  outside,  one  was  admitted  to  Crozier 
Lodge  Hospital,  Carlisle,  under  the  County  arrangements  for 
treatment.  There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

Two  cases  were  notified,  of  whom  one  was  admitted  to 
Crozier  Lodge  Hospital,  Carlisle,  under  County  arrangements. 

Pneumonia. 

Sixty-two  cases  of  Acute,  Primary/  or  Influenzal  Pneu- 
monia were  notified,  an  increase  of  37  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  There  were  15  deaths — ten  less  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Erysipelas. 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified. 

Measles. 

One  hundred  and  five  cases  were  notified — a very  con- 
siderable increase  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  There  were 
no  deaths,  however. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Ten  cases  were  notified,  as  against  75  for  1941.  There 
were  two  deaths,  and  one  has  the  impression  that  notification 
of  cases  was  by  no  means  complete. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Six  cases  were  notified,  five  of  whom  were  admitted  to 
Hospital,  one  case  dying  at  home  before  the  notification  was 
received.  Actually  twelve  cases  altogether  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  as  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  or  suspected  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever,  and  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  eight  of  these.  Of 
these  eight,  six  were  discharged  well,  and  two  died  in  Hospital. 
Of  the  other  four,  two  died  in  Hospital  of  Tubercular  Menin- 
gitis. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  in  a child  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  was 
notified  from  Whitehaven  Hospital. 


Dysentery. 


Seventeen  cases  were  notified.  One  was  a case  of  Flexner 
Dysentery,  the  others  were  of  a mild  S'  nne  type,  and  with  the 
exception  of  five  were  confined  to  a village  where  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  notoriously  primitive.  These  cases  were  all 
notified  together  in  June.  They  were  isolated,  and  steps 
taken  to  remedy  insanitary  conditions  in  connection  with  pail 
closets  and  the  disposal  of  excreta,  and  the  outbreak  subsided 
immediately.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  circumstances  favouring 
this  mild  outbreak  would  have  been  equally  operative  had  the 
disease  been  one  of  a severe  enteric  type.  The  Committee  at 
their  meeting  in  July  considered  this  report  as  well  as  a 
petition  from  householders  in  the  village  requesting  the  supply 
of  water-closets  and  an  adequate  domestic  water-supply,  and 
resolved  that  the  Council  be  recommended  to  secure  these  im- 
provements. Up  to  the  time  of  writing,  they  have  not,  how- 
ever, materialised. 

IT — Cancer. 

There  were  43  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1942 — 20  males 
and  23  females — giving  a Mortalit}/  Rate  of  1.56  per  1,000  of 
population. 

Deaths  from  this  disease  were  14  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  the  rate  was  0.27  less  than  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


The  sites  of  the  lesions  in  the  two  groups  were  as  follows : 
Males.  Females. 


Oesophagus 

..  I 

Stomach 

...  4 

Stomach  ... 

••  3 

Liver 

...  I 

Liver 

..  2 

Caecum 

...  I 

Pancreas 

..  I 

Colon 

...  3 

Caecum 

..  I 

Ovaiy^ 

2 

Colon 

I 

Uterus 

’.r.  6 

Rectum 

••  7 

Breast 

...  4 

Mediastinum 

T 

Lung 

...  I 

Bladder 

..  I 

Bladder 

...  I 

Generative  Organs 

..  2 

20 

23 

The  average  age 

at  death 

of  all  cases  was  6t— 

-for  males 

62,  and  for  females  60. 

III. — Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1942  : — 


I’eriods. 

X(‘\v  ( 

UrSes. 

Death.';. 

K.es]>iriitory, 

.\  0 n - 1 { e » 

I'inil  oio'. 

Jiesp 

n-al(  )]■>'. 

Xon-K(‘^^]iiratory 

Male 

Keiniile.  , 

.Mule. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female 

i Male. 

Femalta 

0—  ! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 - 5 

0 

0 

5 
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0 

0 

1 3 

0 

5 -- 1 0 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

10-15 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 5-20 

5 

3 

1 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

20—25 
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3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25 — 35 

3 

3 

0 

0 

8 

3 

0 

1 

35  - 45 

8 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

45 — 55 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

55 — 65 

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Go  and 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

upwards 

44  )ta  1 

31 

12 

10 

8 

24 

6 

7 

4 

New  cases,  including  3 deaths  not  previously  notihed, 
numbered  61,  43  respiratory  and  18  non-respiratory.  This 
shows  a decrease,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  one 
case,  the  respiratory  cases  being  8 less,  and  the  non-respira- 
tory seven  more. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  41,  eight  more  than 
in  1941,  the  increase  being  in  the  male  groups,  which  were 
increased  by  13,  the  female  groups  being  5 less. 

I'he  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  was : — 


Ennerdale  England  and 

R.D.  Wales. 

Respiratory  ...  ...  1.09  0.54 

Non-Respiratory  ...  0.40  0.12 

All  Forms  ...  ...  1.49  0.66 


Of  the  deaths  3 or  7 per  cent,  were  not  previously  noti- 
hed as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  in  each  case  a satis- 
factory explanation  was  received. 


The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 

Sanatoui  um  Trua'i'm 


i 

I n 

1 list  it  utioiis 
1st  .Tan. 
1942. 

A(j!iii1t('(| 

t 

: 

<'ha  I'lnsl. 

Dit'd. 

In 

[nstitutions 
1st  .Ian. 
1943 

Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

8 

10 

9 

2 

7 

Women  

2 

7 

3 

- - 

4 

Boys  

2 

2 

— 

Girls 

1 

- 

1 

-■ 

- 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

1 

1 

— 

2 

Women  

2 

1 

-- 

3 

Boys  

— 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Girls  

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

- 

vS 

-- 

--- 

3 

females  

1 

3 

2 

- 

2 

Total 

18 

30 

23 

2 

25 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1942  was:  — 

Respiratory — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Non-Respiratory— Males  ...  ...  ...  34 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  45 


Total  ...  291 
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